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Advanced headquarters on Leyte — 
1* ugA- in the night off the west 
moo Bay and, despite air 
attacks and shore ' 
fire, engaged three 
enemy vessels, be- 
lieved to be destroy- 
ers, entering: the har- 
bor, sinking one and 
damaging a second. 
One of our destroy- 
ers was sunk by 
obably a floating mine. The 
majority of the <-re\v was rescued. . . . 
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DETAILED REPORT ON SECOND BATTLE OF PHILIPPINE SEAS 



THIS RANKS AS ONE OF THE MAJOR SEA BATTLE OF WORLD WAR TWO IN THE 
P6CIFIC - TOGETHER WITH THE BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA, A TO 8 MAY 
1942: THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY, 3 TO 6 JUNE 1942: THE BaTTLE OF GUAD- 
ALCANAL 12 TO 15 NOVEMBER 194?: ANj THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE PHIL- 
IPPINE SEA, 19 OCTOBER 1944. 

MOVcMENTS OF MAJOR JANA:ESE FLEET UNITS NORTHWARD FROM THE SINGAPORE 
AREA WERE DETECTED ON 2i AND 22 OCTOBER (WEST LONGITUDE DATE). SUB- 
MARINE SCOUTS SIGHTED THE ENEMY FORCE. SANK TWO ATAGO CLAS HEAVY CR- 
UISERS AND SEVERLY DAMAGED A THIRD. SHIPS OF THE THIRD FLEET WERE 
MOVED INTO POSITION TO THE EASTWARD OF THE PHILIPPINES OFF SURIGAO 
STRAIT. SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT AND THE POLILLO ISL/NDS. ON 23 OCT- 
OBER CARRIER SEARCHERS DISCOVERED TWO STRONG ENEMY NAVAL FORCES MOV-, 
ING EASTWARD, ONE THROUGH THE SIBUYAM SEA, AND THE OTHER THROUGH" 
THE SIHLA SEA, 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY CARRIER AR I CRAFT SHOWED THAT THE FORCES MOV IMG EAST- 



WARD THROUGH THE 



c 



BUYAN SEA 



NCLUDED FIVE BATTLESHIPS, THOUGHT 



TO BE THE YAMATO, MUSASHI, NAGATO, KONGO, AND HARUNA: F.1GHT CRUIS- 
ERS TWO MOGAMI, TWO TONE, TWO MAORI, ONE ATAGO., ONE NOSHIRO- AND 
IS DESTROYERS. THE FORCE MOVING EASTWARD THROUGH THE SULA SEA CONr 
STSTED OF TWO BATTLESHIPS OF THE YAMASHIRO CLASS, TWO LIGHT CRUIS- 
ERS, SEVEN OR EIGHT DESTROYERS . 

AS SOON AS THE PRESENCE OF THE TWO ENEMY FLEET FORCES IN THE PHIL- 
IPPINE ISLANDS WAS DISCOVERED ON 23 OCTOBER, HELLCAT FIGHTERS, AV- 
ENGER TORPELO PLANES AND HELLDIVER BOMPERS FROM THE THIRD FLEET 
CARRIERS WERE LAUNCHED TO ATTACK BOTH FORCES. IN THE SIBUYaN BEA 
, ONE BATTLESHIP AND ONE CRUISER WERE SEVERELY DAMAGED AND SET AF- 
IRE AND MAY HAVE SUNK. THREE OTHER BATTLESHIPS RECEIVED BOMBS AND 
TORPEDOES: THREE OTHER HEAVY CRUISERS RECEIVED BOMBS AND TORPEDOED 
AND ONE LIGHT CRUISER WAS TORPEDOES, CAPSIZED AND SANK. IN THE SUL 
SEA, BOMB HITS WERE MABE ON BOTHE RATTLESHIPS, CRUISERS AND DEST- 
ROYERS WERE STRAFED WITH ROCKL'.. . NO MACHINE GUNS. . 

MEANWHILE, TO THE EASTWARD OF THE PHILIPPINES, ENEMY SHORE-BASED 
AIR-CRAFT WERE ATTACKING OUR CARRIERS. IN THE AERIAL B JTLE THAT EN- 
SUED, MORE THAN i50 ENEMY AIR-CRAFT WERE SHOT DOWN. OUR LOSSES, ON 
WHJCH EXACT FIGURES ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE, WERE LIGHT. IN THIS ATT- 
ACK. THE CARRIER, PRINCETON, WAS HIT BY A BOMB WHICH CAUSED A BAD 
FIRE. LATER THE PRINCETON'S MAGAZINES BLEW UP AND THE. SHIP WAS SO 
BADLY DAMAGED THAT THE SHIP HAD TO SUNK BY OUR OWN FORCES. 

ALSO ON THE AFTERNOON OF 23 OCTOBER, A LAN^-BASED NAVY SEACHPLANE 
DISCOVERED THE PRESENCE OF AN ENEMY CARRIER FORCE APPROXIMATELY 
20$ MILES OFF CAPE ENGANO OF NORTHERN LUZON, HEADING SOUTH. THIS 
FORCE CONSISTED OF 17 WARSHIPS INCLUDING A LARGE CARRIER, BELIEVED 
TO BE OF THE ZUIKAKU, CLASS; THREE LIGHT CARRIERS OF THE CHITOSE 
AND ZUIHO CLASSES; TWO BATTLESHIPS OF THE INSE CLASS «,ITH FLIGHT 
DECKS AFT; A HEAVY CRUISER OF THE MOGAMI CLASS. A LIGHT CRUISER, 
(AGANO CLASS); THREE CRUISERS OF THE KUMA CLASS; AND SIX DESTROYERS. 

TO MEET THIS SERIOUS THREAT THE COMMANDER, THIRD FLEET, CONCENTRATED. 
SEVERAL OF HIS CARRIER TASK GROUPS AND STARTED NORTHWARD AT HIGH 
SPEED FOR A DAWN ATTACK. 

THESE UNITS OF THE THIRD FLEET STEAMED NORTH AT FULL SPEED THROUGH 
THE NIGHT AND CAUGHT THE ENEMY SO COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE, ON THE 
MORNING OF 24 OCTOBER, THAT THERE WAS NO EFFECTIVE AIR OPPOSITION. 
LATER IN THE FORENOON ENEMY CARRIER AIR-CRAFT, WHICH HAD TO BE 
REFUELED ASHORE IN THE PHILIPPINES, FLEW OUT TO JOIN THEIR SHIPS 
WHICH HAD ALREADY MET DISASTER. THE ENEMY PLANES ARRIVED TOO LATE 
TO GET INTO THE FIGHT AND 21 W r PF SHOT DOWN BY OUR COMBAT PATROLS. 
IN THE ACTION, THE FOLLOWING DESTRUCTION WAS INFLICTED UPON THE 
ENEMY; SUNK ONE CARRIER OF THE ZUIKALU CLASS, SUNK BY CARRIER AIR- 
CRAFT AND LATER SUNK BY THE GUNFIRE OF CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS: 
TWO LIGHT CARRIERS OF THE CHITOSE CL„SS, SUNK BY CARRIER AIRCRAFT; 
ONE LIGHT CRUISER OR LARGE DESTROYER SUNK BY GUNFIRE. ONE DESTROYER 
SUNK BY CARRIER AIRCRAFT AND WAS SUNK DURING THE NIGHT BY A SUB. 



CONTINUED PAGE TWO 



DAMAGED: ONE BATTLESHIP HIT BY TWO OR FOUR TORPEDOES AND ivA Nr BOMBS, 
ONE 3ATTLESHIP HIT Br BOMBS. THREE CRUISERS DAMAGED BV BOMBS AND 
GUNFIRE. FOUR DESTROYERS BOMBER, STRAFlD OR HIT 3Y GUNFIRE. NONE 
OF THE THIRD FLEET SHIPS ENGAGED WITH THE ENEMY CARRIER FORCE WERE 
DAMAGED. THE THIRD FLEET IN THIS PHASE OF THE ACTION LOST TEN 
PLANES, EIGHT PILOTS AND TEN A I RCREWIviEN , ALL SHOT DOWN Br ANTI- 
AIRCRAFT FIRE. BEFORE ALL THE ENEMY SHIPS COULD BE TRACKED DOWN AND 
DESTROYER THE ENGAGEMENT WAS BROKEN OFF TO PROCEED TO THE ASSIST- 
ANCE OF SEVENTH FLEET CARRIER ESCORT GROUPS THEN UNDER ATTACK OFF 
SAMAR ISLAND. 

SlM E S Y ^g8 C ^ ^P- A ITk ESHIPS ^ CRUISERS mND DESTROYERS WHICH HAD 
PSaMTSS^BJ!™ 61 SIBUYAN 8£a HmD S^JiTIED THROUGHOUT THE SAN 
BERNARDING STRAIT IN SPITE OF DAfvGE INFLICTED BY OUR CARRIER AIR- 
CRAFT COMMAND AND HAD ATTCKRD UNITS OF THE SEVENTH FLEET OFF SAMAR 
ISLAND DURING THE MORNING OF 24 OCTOBER. IN THE ENSUING BATTLES, 
MOST OF THE ENEMY'S HEAVY SHIPS WERE BADLY DAMAGED BY SEVENTH FlEET 
UNITS ASSISTED BY CARRIER AIRCRAFT FROM THE THIRD FLEET. ONE CRU|S-> 
ER OF THE MOGAMI CLaSS WAS S tii V- SINK aND ONE DESTROYER WAS LEFT 
?£AD IN THE WATER. THE ENEMY F:.,u: RAN NORTHWARDS FROM THE SCENE OF, 
ACTION AND DURING THE EARLY HOURS OF DARKNESS PRE: "ED WESTWARD 
THROUGH THE SAN BERN '.RD I NO STRaITS ABOUT 2 AM A SiRAGGLING CRUISER 
WAS SUNK BY GUNFIRE OF THE THIRD FLEET, 

MEANWHILE THE SOUTHERN ENEMY FORCE HAD CROSBED THE SULU SEA, THE 
MINDANAO SEA, HAD ATTEMPTED TO PASS THROUGH THE SURIGAO BY THE 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF, SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA, ALL UNITS OF THIS EN- 
EMY FORCE WERE SUNK OR DECISIVELY DEFEATED. 

ON 25 OCTOBER. CARRIER AIRCRAFT OF THE THIRD FLEET WERE LAUNCHED 
AGAINST THE CRIPPLED AND DAMAGED ENEMY FLEEING WESTWARD THROUGH 
THE SIBUYaN S A. DaMaGE DONE TO THE ENEMY DURING THE RETIREMENT OF 
n-it. uncivil' FuRCHS FROM Ci. | TR/\!-T BY t :B1W£IL EFFORTS' 
OF THE THIRD AND SEVENTH FLEET HORE BASES' AIRCRAFT OF THE 



OUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA INCLUDED ONE MAGAM 



CL/.SS 



CRUISER SUNK OFF 



MINDORO ISLAND, ONE AGANO CLASS CRUISER SUNK SOUTH OF MINDORO IS- 
L; ;ND. ONE BATTLESHIP POSSIBLY SUNK, aND THREE OTHER BATTLESHIPS 
*ND THREc OTHlR CRUISERS FURTHER DAMAGED. 

THE TOaTAL DAMAGE INFLICTED ON THE JAPANESE FLEET DURING THE PER- 
IOD 22 - 27 OCTOBER, 1944, INCLUDED, SUNK TWO BATTLESHIPS, FOUR 
CARRIERS, SIX HEAVY CRUISF.RS, THREE LIGHT CRUISERS, THREE SMA" 
CRUISERS OR LaRGE DESTROYERS, SIX DESTROYERS. SEVERELY DAMAGED, m 
»,!\Y HAVE BEEN SUNK: ONE BATTLESHIP, CRUSERS AND SEVEN DESTROYERS. 
ESCAPED IN THE DAMaGED CONDITION: SIX BATTLESHIPS, FOUR HEAVY CR- 
UfSERS, ONE LIGHT CRUISER, TEN DESTROYERS. 



AND 



DURING THE SAME ACTIONS THE LJ : 
NAVAL FORCES WERE ONE LIGHT CAT 
CARRIERS, TWO DESTROYERS, ONE 
CRAFT. THE FOLLOWING BATTIESH 
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IN THESE ACTIONS U.S. SUBMARINES ELAYED A HIGHLY IMPORTANT PART 
AND ARE CREDITED WITH SINKING AND DAMAGING SEVERAL ENEMY WARSHIPS 
BOTH BEFOi E AND AFTER THE a IR AND SEA BATTLES ON 23, 24, AND 25 
OCTOBER . 



MUCH OF THE CREDIT FOR THE DESTRUCTION ON THE JaPNESE FLELT GOES 
TO THE NaVL AIRMEN WHO GALLANTLY /.ND RELENTLESSLY PRESSlD THEIR 
ATTACKS HOME WITH TERRIFIC EFFECT. 
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